Step 5:  Create Your Storyboard
Instructions
 (Detailed Instructions and Diagrams are in Chapter 10 of “7 Easy Steps to Write Your Book!
You can also see examples on the Author’s Membership Site)

Supplies needed:  1 Black Sharpie Pen, 3 sets of sticky notes (different colors), a large piece of project paper (5’ x 6’).  You can find “project paper” online, use white butcher paper (markets & butcher shops have it) or use the giant Post-It notes (they can be stuck together to create a large storyboard).
STEP 1:  Gather all your materials that you want to use and pull information from, for your book:  Notes, journals, resources, magazines, articles, research, photos, memorabilia, etc.  This is your “Resource” pile.  
STEP 2:  Separate items from the Resource pile into separate piles by subject.  Put the subject piles in the order you wish to write about them in your book.  Each subject pile will represent a chapter in your book.  Once each Chapter pile is done, go through each chapter pile and put all the items and material in the sequential order you wish to write about it.  

STEP 3:  Gather the supplies in your Storyboard Kit:  One large piece of project paper, a black felt pen and three pads of sticky notes (3” x 3” work great) in different colors.  White banner or project paper with blue, pink, yellow or green sticky notes works great.  I use these colors for the Storyboard in this exercise.   

STEP 4:  Tape the banner paper onto the wall in your writing space.  This is your Storyboard background.  Hanging this somewhere you can see it on a regular basis, for a couple of weeks, will make it a powerful tool for creating content.  Using your black felt tip pen, write the title and subtitle of your book across the top in big letters.  Put your name and “Best-Selling Author” underneath it.  Be sure to use the felt tip pen, and not a pencil or ball point pen, so you can see read your sticky notes from a distance.
STEP 5:  Select a color of the sticky notes and write down the chapter number and title for Chapter 1.  For example:  Chapter 1 – How to Grow Roses.  Do this for each one of your chapter piles using the next color of sticky notes.  When you are done, you should have 10-12 sticky notes that have the Chapter Number and the Title of your chapter.  If you do not know the title of the chapter at this time, no worries, just write the chapter number.    From your Manuscript Grid™, write the contents of each square onto separate sticky notes.  Be sure to use a black Sharpie pen and not an ink pen or pencil, so you can see your key words, phrases and bullet points when you step back.  While you are talking your book, you may want to walk around the room, using a black sharpie pen will make it easy for you to see the next topic coming up and continue to stay in the zone.  

STEP 6:  Stick the chapter title sticky notes onto the storyboard from left to right as shown in the sample Storyboard in Chapter 8.   Leave a six- to nine-inch border on the left and right sides of the Storyboard paper.
STEP 7:  From the “Describe Your Book” exercise you did, write the 10 words you used to describe your book on another color of the sticky notes and write the 10 benefits or results the reader will get on the third color of sticky notes.  Place these notes on your storyboard as follows:  



· 1st Column on the Left (going down):  Words that describe your book

· Last Column on the Right (going down):  Benefits or results your reader will get from reading your book

These two columns are like book ends.  They have NOTHING to do with the order or content of the other columns.  They are there to remind you of what you book is about and the results your readers will achieve by reading your book. 

STEP 8:  Starting with Chapter 1, go through all your material (notes, journals, photos, memorabilia) in the first pile and create a three or four-word “key thought”, “phrase” or bullet point for each topic you want to write about.  Write it on a sticky note of the next color.  Write as many as you can, at least 10-15 notes for Chapter 1.  If you have a challenge coming up with a key word, take a look at the Chapter Questions Strategy in Chapter 8.

STEP 9:  Continue with Chapter 2, going through each chapter pile and create a three or four word “key word or thought” on a sticky note for every idea, topic and item in your pile.  Use a different color sticky note for each chapter.  This will make it easy to see each chapter individually when the Storyboard is completed.  Write down all your ideas and key words for content on a sticky note.  You should end up with about 100 sticky notes, an average of ten notes per chapter.

STEP 10:  Don’t worry if you end up with too many sticky notes for each chapter, this is a good thing.  You can always combine notes, move notes to an existing chapter or create a new chapter.  This is one of the great things about creating a Storyboard.  You can move ideas and content around from chapter to chapter and “see” how your information will look.  
STEP 11:  When you have finished creating your sticky notes for all of your chapters, you will have quite a few of them.  Go to Chapter 1 on your Storyboard and attach all the notes vertically under Chapter 1 on the Storyboard.  Start at the left-hand side and stick them under each other in the order you want the topics to appear in your book.  Do this for each chapter.   As the notes go up and the chapters fill in, you can see your storyboard come alive.  You can move things from one chapter to another as you work to create the perfect flow of your content for your book.  
STEP 12:  
When you have finished putting up the sticky notes for all of your chapters, stand back, relax for a second and take a look at what you have created.  Look at the storyboard taped to your wall.  What do you see?  Your book!  You have created a very powerful tool to create your book.  Now you can start creating the content for your book!  

Congratulations!  You did it!  This is a huge step forward. You now have the roadmap for your book.  
Your Storyboard is a very important tool that will help you prepare for talking your book.  To make it even more powerful, enhance it with photos, words from magazines or that you write in large letters, that empower you, stickers, glitter, a lucky charm you can hang on it, anything that will inspire and remind you of what you want to say in your book.  
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